METHOD OF PROVIDING AN INTERFACE TO A PLURALITY 
OF PERIPHERAL DEVICES USING BUS ADAPTER CHIPS 


Abstract of the Disclosxire 
A method of electrically coupling a central processing unit (CPU) of a network 
server to a plurality of network interface modules. The method comprises providing each of 
the plurality of netv^ork interface modules with a respective bus adapter chip to route an I/O 
bus having a first format from the central processing unit to a primary side of each of the 
plurality of bus adaptor chips and routing another I/O bus of the first format from a 
secondary side of each of the plurality of bus adapter chips to respective ones of the network 
interface modules. The bus adapter chips also provide for arbitered access along the I/O 
buses and isolation of the CPU from electrical disruption when one the network interface 
modules is removed. 
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